
 
 

NIELSON by BYRON  

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY PINOT NOIR 2015 
Appellation: Santa Barbara County, California; USA 

 

Winemaker: Jonathan Nagy 

Closure: Screwcap 

Alcohol: 13.5% 

Vineyard 

Byron’s history is inextricably woven into the fabric of Santa Barbara County. The 

estate vineyard is the site of the region’s first commercial vineyard, planted in 1964 

by Uriel Nielson. For the past two decades the trials and experiments on clones, 

rootstocks and trellising have helped establish cool-climate farming protocols 

throughout California’s coastal winegrowing regions. Today, Byron produce 

renowned Pinot Noirs and Chardonnays from estate and other marquee vineyards 

in Santa Barbara County. 

This elegant Pinot Noir features fruit from three of Santa Barbara’s greatest AVAs:  

Santa Maria Valley fruit 66% contributes pretty aromatics and red fruit flavors, Sta. 

Rita Hills fruit 26% adds power and depth, and Los Alamos fruit 8% brings ripe 

dark fruit flavors. 

 

Tasting Notes 

Bright red raspberry, cranberry and ripe cherry aromatics mingle with lighter 

notes of rose petal and black tea. A lively flavor profile boasts ample fruit balanced 

by bright acidity and plush richness that carries through to the finish. 

 

Winemaker's Comments 

Among California’s coolest AVAs, Santa Barbara County enjoys one of the world’s 

longest growing seasons. The region’s terroir is defined by well-drained soils and a 

Pacific maritime climate that is fresh, arid and windy. 

At Nielson, we pay homage to our namesake and the founder of our viticultural 

region. Each vintage we produce Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and limited quantities of 

Rhone-style wines from some of the area’s most celebrated vineyards. We use 

small-lot winemaking techniques such as hand pruning, block-by-block harvesting, 

barrel fermentations and lees stirring to create wines that capture the culture, 

lifestyle and flavor of Santa Barbara County. After a cool spring, the 2015 harvest 

was small, but rich with concentrated flavor intensity. Only a small amount of new 

oak was used to preserve and enhance the pure expression of 100% Santa Barbara 

County Pinot Noir. 

 

Stats 

Barrel Regime 17 Months in 100% French Oak, 7% new 

TA .51g/100ml 

PH 3.64 
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