
 
 

NIELSON SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CHARDONNAY 2016 
Appellation: Santa Barbara County, California; USA 

 

Winemaker: Jonathan Nagy 

Closure: Screwcap 

Alcohol: 14.2% 

Vineyard 

This wine comes from three growing regions within Santa Barbara County, each 

of which is influenced by  unique soil types and proximity to the Pacific Ocean. 

Santa Maria Valley is one of California’s coolest AVAs  with well-drained soils 

and one of the longest growing seasons in the world. When picked at earlier 

stages of ripeness, Chardonnay from the Santa Maria Valley shows more citrus 

notes, and as the fruit ripens on the vine, it becomes increasingly tropical in 

expression. Slightly warmer in climate, the Los Alamos area has sandy loam 

soils. Just south of Santa Maria Valley and Los Alamos, the Sta. Rita Hills AVA 

is characterized by steep vineyard slopes, a distinct gravel minerality, and the 

signature Santa Barbara County ocean influence. 

 

Tasting Notes 

The 2016 vintage has notes of white citrus blossoms, tropical pineapple, honey, 

apple and a hint of brioche. 

 

About 

Our history is inextricably woven into the fabric of Santa Barbara County. The 

estate vineyard is the site of the region’s first commercial vineyard, planted in 

1964 by Uriel Nielson when his critics thought the region was too cold to deliver 

world class wines. For the past two decades the trials and experiments on 

clones, rootstocks and trellising have helped establish cool-climate farming 

protocols throughout California’s coastal winegrowing regions. Today, Nielson 

produce renowned Pinot Noirs and Chardonnays from estate and other 

marquee vineyards in Santa Barbara County. 

 

Winemaker's Comments 

Our east-west valleys, marine soils and morning fog make Santa Barbara the 

perfect setting for wines of stunning minerality, acidity and balance. We use 

small-lot winemaking techniques such as hand pruning, block-by-block 

harvesting, barrel fermentations and lees stirring to create wines that beg 

discovery. The goal is to have a balanced, well structured, fruit expressive wine.  

 

Stats 

Aging:   16 months in neutral French oak 

TA:         5.1 gL 

pH:         3.60 
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